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×Who are we?

- We represent the decentralized energy suppliers in South Tyrol

×What do we do?

- We represent the interests

- We offer services

×Who are our members?

- 153 photovoltaic installations 

- 113 hydropower plants

- 45 district heating plants

- 34 power distribution plants

1. SEV - South Tyrolean Energy Union
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×Where is South Tyrol?

×about 550.000 habitants

- 60% German speaking

- 30% Italian speaking

- 10% Ladin speaking

1. South Tyrol
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× 82 district heating plants,                 

from those 77 run with biomass

(wood chips) 

× 45 biomass district heating plants

are our members

× aboutӏ are cooperatives

× the biggest biomass district heating

plant has an installed performance

of about 31 MW (biomass boiler)

× the smallest biomass district

heating plant has an installed

performance of about 300kW

3. Production of heat in South Tyrol
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Yearly heat production: 890.000.000 kWh 

92%

5% 3%

Yearly heat production

Biomass Waste heat Fossil

× 4 plants use fossil 

ressources

(187.000.0000 kWh)

× 1 plant uses waste heat

from garbage

incineration (yearly heat

production: 24.000.000 

kWh)
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Ą the biomass district heating plants are operated

mostly on wood chips

Ą yearly wood chip consumption = ca. 1,5 Mio. m³

63%

41%

37%

Supply

Local Wood Chips Sawmill From abroad
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All 82 heating plant operators = owners of the heating network 

(except one)

The production, distribution and sale of heat are within the 

same organization

50-70°C

75-95°C
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4. Benchmark & optimization

× 2012: Syneco developed a benchmark tool

× since then, we have been making this tool available to 

our members for free

+ every year, actual data is available

+ each plant can determine where there exists optimization 

potential compared to others

+ the SEV supports the district heating plants in the 

implementation of optimizations

+ it is not obligatory

- only about 50 % of our members participate (low interest)

- the theory is different from the practice
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Ą The SEV offers workshops for its members to analyze the 

benchmarks and to initiate concrete steps to optimize 

their plant

Ą The local government of South Tyrol supports the 

optimization with 30% of investments
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